
 

CONCERNED CITIZENS FOR JUSTICE 
“Building a Culture of Trust, Safety and Respect” 

October 8, 2020 
 
 
Dear Mayor Schwab, City Council and Police Review Ad Hoc Committee, 
 

Our Mayor said: 
I have accepted and signed the My Brother’s Keeper Pledge for Mayors to 
introduce common-sense limits on police use of force.  As the Mayor, I am 
committed to these actions: 

1. REVIEW Chico’s police use of force policies. 
2. ENGAGE the Chico community by including a diverse range of input, 
experiences, and stories in our review. 
3. REPORT the findings of our review to our community and seek feedback. 
4. REFORM our community’s police use of force policies. 

 I am asking the Chico City Council to join me in this Pledge and to agendize a 
discussion to establish an Ad Hoc committee to review police policies, including 
training and implementation, and report their findings and recommendations for 
reforms.  

 
Using the Mayor’s pledge as our guide the Research Committee of 
Concerned Citizens for Justice recommends that we take the next steps to 
ensure that we keep Mayor’s pledge.  
 
1. REVIEW Chico’s police use of force policies because democracy requires 

citizen participation in developing police policy. 
1.1 Form a Citizens Commission, a standing subcommittee of 

the City Council, to review Chico/Lexipol Police Policy 
with the purpose of ensuring common sense limits on 
police use of force.   

a.  analyze its compliance with California law and 
ensure that current law and subsequent updates are 
fully incorporated in our Use of Force policy. 

1.2 The Citizens Commission will ensure that the Guidelines 
provided by Police Officer Standards and Training De-
escalation Strategies and Techniques (POST) are fully 
incorporated in the Chico Police Department Use of Force 
Policy, reflecting compliance with POST best practices, 
recommendations and training. 

 
2. ENGAGE the Chico community by including resident input of experiences, 

and stories in the review. 
2.1 The City Council should officially recognize the 

stakeholders affected most often by Use of Force policies, 
including the disabled, the mentally challenged and 
minority communities.  Concerned Citizens for Justice can 
assist the city at recognizing those stakeholders.  



 

2.2 We all need the opportunity to safely tell our stories.  The 
Concerned Citizens for Justice Story Committee could 
collaborate with the city in this effort. 

2.3 The City Council should establish a complaint oversight 
process, independent of the police department, with full 
access to police records, including disciplinary records, so 
that Chico citizens are certain their experiences and 
stories are heard.   

2.4 The Citizen Commission will review all complaints so that 
full trust and transparency is established between the 
community and the Chico Police Department. 

 
3. REPORT the findings of our review to our community and seek feedback. 

3.1 The Citizens Commission will regularly release reports to 
the public and respond to any questions about the use of 
force or police policy. 

3.2 The Citizens Commission will promote a culture of 
transparency and accountability regarding policing and 
police funding in Chico. 

 
4. REFORM our community’s police use of force. 

4.1 Establish a Citizen Commission to recommend reform of 
police policies and Use of Force Policy as needed. The 
Commission will review and regularly compare our policy 
with both other California cities and post guidelines.   

4.2 The Citizen Commission will collaborate with the Chico 
Police department about policy change and report policy 
changes to the City Council and public for review. 

4.3 The Commission will promote “Guardians not Warriors’ in 
all police work.  The Chico Police Department will use the 
POST De-escalation & Strategies manual to create a de-
escalation mindset within Chico Police Department. 
 

We recommend that the Citizens Commission remain in place until such time 
that Civilian Oversight of Law Enforcement can be fully established in Chico.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Research Committee -- Concerned Citizens for Justice 
 
Margaret Swick, PRAHC Panelist 
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